CHAPTER IX
THE   PLAYS   CONTINUED
(n) THE ADMIRABLE BASHVILLE: OR, CONSTANCY
UNREWARDED
Written in 1901. First production by the Stage Society at the
Imperial Theatre, London, on yth June 1903. First American
production by the Philadelphia Little Theatre at the Little Theatre,
Philadelphia, on 8th February 1915.
Among the First Players.
Ben Webster as Cashel Byron, and Henrietta Watson as Lydia
Carew. In a remarkable make-up resembling Bernard Shaw the
small part of the Policeman was played, complete with a Dublin
accent, by C. Aubrey Smith, who years afterwards distinguished
himself as a film star and reigned, as Sir Aubrey Smith, over the
British colony in Hollywood.
* I can write blank verse myself more swiftly than prose, and that,
too, of full Elizabethan quality plus the sense of the absurdity of it as
expressed in the lines of the Ancient Pistol/                G. B. S.
THE ADMIRABLE BASHVILLE is a dramatization in blank
verse of Shaw's novel, Cashel Byron's Profession.
The laws of international copyright in 1901 enabled any
one abroad to dramatize an author's works and collect the
resulting royalties. After Cashel Byron's Profession had
suffered several such dramatizations in America, a country
which even in Dickens's day had been hard of hearing
when injustices to British authors were involved, Shaw took
steps to protect himself by dramatizing the novel himself.
Pressed for time, he chose blank verse to write in because
in that medium he found he could 'do in a week what it
would have cost me a month to do in prose/
(12)                    MAN AND SUPERMAN
Written in 1901-3. First production by the Stage Society at the
Royal Court Theatre, London, on 2ist May 1905; and subsequently
by Vedrenne and Barker at the same theatre on 23rd May 1905.